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 I ask the Brethren to accept my apologies for the 
tardiness of the Trestleboard. Worshipful Weiss, PM, who 
compiles, edits, and publishes the Trestleboard, has been 
patiently awaiting my article.  
 In April, I found myself in China, yet again, and tak-
ing part in Daoist ritual at the monasteries to which I belong. I 
reflected on ritualôs use and importance for novitiates and 

initiates within Daoism and Freemasonry.  
 My personal journey into the learning and appreciation of ritual and 
daily practice did not come easily.My natural temperament, like many in to-
dayôs society, rebels against constraint, dogmatism, and ñforcedò ritual. I rec-
ognize this attitude in many who consider themselves to be ñspiritualò as op-
posed to ñreligious.ò 
 Many Daoist practitioners outside of China tend to dismiss many of 
theDaoist rituals and ceremonies as superstitious, antiquated, orrelics of a 
more ignorant age. Similarly, in speaking with several Brothers who have 
fallen away. They had hoped for ñmoreò from Masonry than just the same 
opening, closing, and degree rituals. 
 I understand this perception, however,immersion into Daoist or Ma-
sonic rituals and ceremonies have allowed me tocome to realize the deep 
value of the practice of ritual.Ritual, an inner or outer practice, allows us to 
break free from theroutine patterns of the mundane, and returns us to the sa-
cred.The use of ritual provides scaffolding from which we may useform to re-
turn to the formless. We apply the inner truth of ritualuntil it is engrained, to 
find that gradually it is no longer needed. 
 

When you get the image, forget the words;  
When you get the intent, forget the image.  

Then you will be close. 
 -Zhang Bo Duan 

 
 From the unformed we manifest and so to the unformed we must re-
turn. 
 Faith requires surrender. And for myself, part of that surrender has 
been to the form of ritual. Surrendering, yielding, and receiving the ritual, I 
have found the sacred, experienced the connection to lineage, and come to 
peace. 
 I hope that you will allow yourself the freedom to look at the ritual of 
Masonry without preconception and history. Look at it fresh. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Lodge. 
 
Fraternally, 
Bernard Shannon 
Worshipful Master, 476 
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Brethren, 
 When I was first introduced to Masonry and visited 
various lodges, I noticed that Masons like their symbols.  
There was a square and compass on front of lodge buildings I 
visited, posters and paintings throughout the buildings con-
taining a variety of symbols and also symbols worn in the 
form of pins on many of the Masonic members.   

 One of the first things I have remember being told by a Master Ma-
ǎƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀǎƻƴǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŀǘΣ άaŀǎƻƴǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜŎǳπ
ƭƛŀǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǾŜƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭŜƎƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΦέ  L ŘƛŘ 
not really get what that meant at the time, but as I progressed through the 
degrees the meaning became clearer.   
 As Masonry is a progressive science, we are presented more symbols 
as we advance, each building upon the last and until we load our tool box 
ǿƛǘƘ άǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭǎέ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ aŀǎƻƴƛŎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ   
 There is not enough space in this article to try and define various 
symbols or their meanings.  I recently gave two separate education talks that 
discussed the symbolism of part of the first degree lecture.  Mind you that 
these symbols were ones that are able to be found in the monitor and not 
always given during the lecture, and it took two educations sessions to dis-
cuss (which could have gone much longer)!   
 You can imagine the symbolism of items that are left in the lecture in 
its short form.  How then do we convey the nature and meaning of all these 
symbols and keep them in the forefront of our consciousness as we try take 
the valuable lessons we learn in the lodge out into the world.  I would sug-
ƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
learn, but rather you focus on what is most personal to you.   
 I know that for me there are two constant symbols and reminders.  
One, as Senior Warden, is that symbol that I wear for all our lodge meetings 
ς the level.  It reminds me that whoever I meet or interact with, that I come 
to them in a place of equality and that we are all created by one almighty 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘΣ άǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƻ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǳƴŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
ōƻǳǊƴŜ ƴƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎΦΩέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
has multiple symbolic meanings, but to me is a reminder to keep myself cen-
tered and keep my passions within due bounds in my daily interactions.  Our 
goal should be to use these symbols and their lessons to project to the world 
the great morals and duties we learn in the lodge. 
On the Level, 
Clint Atherton, Sr. Warden 
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 The night I was initiated into our fraternity was a 
night that I had awaited for quite some time. Constantly 
hearing and viewing so much misinformation drew doubts 
of the true intentions of Freemasons. Still, I've never been 
an individual to accept rumors for face value. So I made the 
decision to go through my initiation to experience it first 

hand. 
 So much of the night was a blur, because of how excited and nerv-
ous I felt. 
 There was however, one part that stood out to me. It was the work-
ing tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason, more specifically, the twenty-
four inch gauge. 
 Although the explanation of the twenty-four inch gauge is a brief 
section of the ceremony, it was embedded in my mind.   
 ά9ƳōƭŜƳŀǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-four hours of the day, the twenty-four 
inch gauge teaches us to divide our time into three parts. One of those be-
ƛƴƎ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǎŜέΦ 
 I constantly find myself wishing there were more hours in a day. 
Often times I felt as if I was being pulled in ten directions at once. 
Just as it seemed I had a chance to rest my mind and body, another issue 
would arise. This often led to me getting very little sleep which resulted 
with me being in an extremely irritable mood. 
 The sound of my phone going off repeatedly would anger me. 
Over the last several months I've slowly began to withdrawal myself from 
some or all outside distractions, even if only for brief periods of time. 
 While spending time with my family, I purposely leave my cell 
phone in another room or home when going on an outing. This action might 
seem minuscule, but it has done a great deal in allowing me to ease my 
mind. 
 As I've been reminded by Brother Atherton in the past, I would like 
to remind everyone of what the twenty-four inch gauge represents. 

Never forget how crucial it is to allow time for refreshment and repose. It 
can do wonders for your overall state of mind. 
 
By the Plumb, 
Mark Escobedo 
Jr. Warden 
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 From the  
Secretaryôs                          
Desk 

 

Voted unanimously at our May 4th 
Stated Meeting, 9 multiple year delin-

quent brothers were suspended. Please contact the Master or 
Wardens if you believe you are delinquent and work out a pay-
ment arrangement. No Lodge wishes to suspend a brother or his 
privileges, however, delinquent brothers do not realize the bur-
den they place on the lodge or their fellow brethren. 
 Of your $148.75 annual dues, 
$50 goes to Grand Lodge as per-
capita, regardless of whether you 
pay or not. This is an unfair burden 
to place on any lodge and on your 
fellow brethren. So, please pay your 
annual dues or contact the officers. 
The Lodge must move to suspend 
delinquent brothers or continue fac-
ing this uncollected percapita tax 
each year.  

Coachella Masonic Hall Assoc:  
 

Brothers, We meet on the 3rd Thursday of 
every month, 6-7pm. Any Coachella Mason, 
OES or Youth Group members are welcome. 
Kirk Weiss PM - President 
Dave Hertzing - V.President 

Mark Escobedo - Sec       Ruben Leija - Treas 
Patrick Nordquist PM, John Hardcastle,  

Dean Holm, Bernard Shannon, Clint Atherton 
 

EDITORS NOTES: The Lodge Newsletter is for everyone, 

but it especially discusses lodge activities with our absentee members 
and re-introduces them to Coachella Lodge Activities. We welcome 
notes and articles from all members, interesting travels, etc. Please 
feel free to send me items for the Newsletter. 
Kirk Weiss PM  -  Editor  (kirkweissps@gmail.com) 
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               MASONIC CENTER FUNDRAISER 
 The Lodges single largest asset is the Masonic Property valued at 
over $2,000,000, but its out of 
ǘƘŜ слΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƛǎƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƴƎ 
around us. Your Hall Association 

has had a difficult task and 
adopted a 5 year plan to 
raise the $150,000 nec-

essary to bring the prop-
erty back to good condition. We are well 
underway to rejuvenating the facility and 
ask every member to join in our fund rais-
ŜǊǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ά²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊέ ǿƛǘƘ Ϸмлл 
bricks (see ad). Each brick memorializes 
our names or our loved ones. 
     Last year, the building had a face lift 
(new paint, stucco, etc), new AC units in 
the Dining Hall, started LED Lighting and Jill 
Weiss launched a Rose Garden program. 
This year we have identified new AC units 
for the Lodge Room and Lounge (over 55 
years old), new roof (over 55 years old), 
new kitchen appliances, completion of the 
LED Lighting, and completing our Land-
scaping. You can see the results of our efforts but we need your support. Get behind 
our fundraisers with your financial support or volunteer your time. Recently a donor 
contributed $10,000 to start our Landscaping project.   
    Many of us are volunteering on work days to benefit the most from this great do-

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ tƘŀǎŜ м ά.ǊƛŎƪ ²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ 
IƻƴƻǊέ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ϷрΣллл Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
was used for our new AC units. 

LODGE WORK DAYS 
    Our next work day is Thursday, May 24th, 
at 6-9pm. Our projects will be; 

¶ Move the gravel pile by the circle drive. 

¶ Clean the table storeroom and install 
locks. 

¶ Move the pots and pans to the cabinets 
by the ovens. 

¶ Season our new grille. 
 
    Our Lodge survives through the dedication 
of its members. Please come out and show 
your support. 
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BUILDING FUND RAISER 
Memorialize your name or a loved one 

Buy a Brick 
tƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ŀƭƭ ƻŦ IƻƴƻǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ 

$100 ea 
All proceeds are tax deductable, the proceed go towards Lodge Building Improve-

ments 
Call Have Hertzing 562-665-6735 



 

Continue to visit our Lodge web site.  Bros. Wolf and Nordquist 
continuously add new items and are improving it. 

www.coachellamasons.com 

LOUNGE 
 Many prospects are coming 
to our events and hanging out after-

wards in the West Gate Lounge.  
 We share refreshments, 
cigars, cards and Masonic discourse.  
 Our concept with prospects 
ƛǎΦΦΦDŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ 
our First Degree Ceremony where 
we make a friend a brother.  
 We also conduct candidate 
coaching and the various symbols in 
the lodge. 
 So join us, bring your pros-
pects and friends. Everyone is wel-
come. 

 INITIATION 
     Our next 1st Degree will probably be on the 4th Thursday in July. We have 2 
practices on calendar before that date. Please come out and help. 
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